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Synopsis

In this account, Rodney Barker tells the full and terrifying story of a microorganism popping up along
the Eastern seaboard - far closer to home than the Ebola virus and equally frightening. In the
coastal waters of North Carolina - and now extending as far north as the Chesapeake Bay area - a
mysterious and deadly aquatic organism named Pfiesteria piscicida threatens to unleash an
environmental nightmare and human tragedy of catastrophic proportions. At the very center of this
narrative is the heroic effort of Dr. JoAnn Burkholder and her colleagues, embattled and dedicated
scientists confronting medical, political, and corporate powers to understand and conquer this new

scourge before it claims more victims.
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Customer Reviews

Here’s the book I've been waiting for, about pfiesteria piscicida (feast-eer-ee-ah pis-ki-seed-ah), the
microscopic animal that is terrorizing the waters up and down the east coast of the U.S. (and
perhaps coming soon to a waterway near you).The main focus of the book is top researcher JoAnn
Burkholder, and her struggle to get beyond the politics and bureaucracy of various agencies in
North Carolina, in order to obtain funding to continue her research on the organism. The increased
water pollution in recent years, in the form of livestock-manure runoff, and dumpings from industry,
have created an environment that favors the flourishing of pfiesteria. It has at least 24 stages of life
cycle, remaining in a dormant cyst stage until it senses the presence of fish. Then it comes to life,
zapping the fish with a kind of neurotoxin and then eating holes in the fish. Humans who come into

contact with water in which pfiesteria (in its toxic stage) is present, often suffer skin lesions that



won’t heal, memory loss, and disorientation. Chronic exposure can lead to personality changes and
loss of cognitive function that emulates brain damage, which is what happened to lab worker
Howard Glasgow, whose story is discussed in detail in this book.It is a tale that seems familiar: a
strong-willed scientist makes a major discovery about what is killing fish in North Carolina’s
waterways. Then she has to deal with greedy and jealous scientists who wish they had been the
ones to make the discovery, and who try to ruin her career. Then she must face the media attention,
and finds herself becoming an advocate for the citizens, who simply want to know if that thing that is

harming the fish can harm humans too. There is plenty of anecdotal evidence to say YES.
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